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Dinosaur fossil hunters and
paleontologists
have
long
debated whether dinosaurs were
warm-blooded or cold-blooded.
With reptile characteristics, it
was expected that dinosaurs would be cold-blooded. Yet, some evidence
indicated that they must have been warm-blooded. The problem is that their soft
organs are almost never fossilized.
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The words "almost never" are important. A dinosaur liver and diaphragm – the
soft parts – were recently found fossilized. Fossilization of soft organs is a
testimony to the rapidity with which the dinosaurs were encased in the mud that
later hardened to rock. Now a fossilized dinosaur heart had been discovered in
South Dakota within the chest cavity of a fossilized Thescelosaurus. Once
researchers recognized that the stone within the chest cavity might be a heart,
they x-rayed it. X-rays revealed a four-chambered heart with one aorta. Reptiles
have two aortas. In other words, Thescelosaurus had a heart constructed like the
hearts of warm-blooded animals. This kind of heart is more efficient in
delivering oxygen to the body. This in turn supports a more active lifestyle and
higher metabolic rates. Based on the structure of Thescelosaurus's heart, many
scientists have concluded that it was indeed warm-blooded.
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The same Creator who made the dinosaur's heart is able to heal our hearts when
they are broken by sorrow. It is He Who heals our broken hearts through the
forgiveness of sins that is found in Jesus Christ.
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Prayer: Thank You, dear Father, for bringing Your power into my life. Amen.
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References: Science News, 4/22/00, p. 260, "Telltale Dinosaurs Heart Hints at Warm Blood."
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